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EAST HAMPSHIRE DISTRICT COUNCIL

Licensing Sub-Committee 1 February 2019

Licensing Act 2003 – Application to Review the Premises Licence – 
Cellar Vie, 1 Westbrooke Walk, Alton, Hampshire GU34 1HZ

Licensing Officer 

FOR DECISION 

Portfolio: N/A 

Director: Natalie Meagher

Key Decision: No

1.0 Purpose of Report 

1.1 To consider an application for a review of a premises licence made 
under the Licensing Act 2003.

2.0 Recommendation 

On considering the application the Licensing Sub-Committee shall take 
one or more of the following actions:

(a) Modify the conditions of the licence;
(b) Exclude a licensable activity from the scope of the licence;
(c) Remove the designated premises supervisor;
(d) Suspend the licence for a period not exceeding three months;
(e) Revoke the licence

3.0 Executive Summary 

3.1 Environmental Protection has applied to review the Premises Licence 
for Cellar Vie, 1 Westbrooke Walk, Alton, Hampshire GU34 1HZ under 
the grounds of the licensing objective;

 Prevention of public nuisance

The review application is shown in full in appendix A.



3.2 Cellar Vie is described, on the initial application form in 2005, as a wine 
bar. Cellar Vie has served all types of alcohol including cocktails and 
shots.

3.3 The premises licence was varied commencing 15 April 2008 to the 
current licence times which extended the end hour from midnight to 
01:00am. 

3.4 The current licensable activities and times are:

Activity Days Hours

Opening Hours Monday to Sunday 10.00 – 01:00

Christmas Eve until 01:30,
New Year’s Eve until 02:00.

Supply of alcohol 
for consumption 
on and off the 
premises

Monday to Sunday 10:00 – 01:00

Playing of 
recorded music 
indoors

Monday to Sunday 10:00 – 01:00

Late night 
refreshment 
indoors 

Monday to Sunday 23.00 – 01:00

Christmas Eve until 01:30,
New Year’s Eve until 02:00.

The current premises licence and plan of the premises can be found in 
Appendix B and C.

3.5 The Environmental Protection Team in Environmental Health and 
Licensing have received various noise complaints from May 2008 
through to November 2018. Letters have regularly been sent to the 
licence holders advising of the complaints and the consequences of the 
complaints continuing. 

3.6 There has been non-compliance of the licence times and conditions. In 
November 2014 a blackboard outside of the premises advertised live 
music until midnight. The designated premises supervisor was not 
aware of the premises licensable activities or times live music was 
allowed. 

3.7 Under the Licensing Act 2003 a premises can only sell alcohol if the 
premises has a designated premises supervisor named on the licence. 



On 25 April 2017 the designated premises supervisor advised 
Licensing that he no longer wished to be named on the licence as he 
had left the premises in February 2017. Hampshire Police attended the 
premises on 29 April 2017 which was open and selling alcohol. The 
police advised the manager to cease trading immediately. 

3.8 Starting in April 2015 Licensing has received regular reports from 
Hampshire Police regarding incidents at the premises. The incidents 
include: illegal rave, doors open, lights flashing/report of a fight/Police 
advise that the designated premises supervisor was 
drunk/assaults/thefts/60 people making lots of noise and smashing 
glasses/customer had a bottle smashed over his head/ drunken people 
with glass bottles and glasses outside premises/ lack of management 
control/a female was punched on the head/staff called police as 
unhappy with behaviour of customer/ drunken argument between 
strangers/female punched in the ribs/theft of phones and passport.

3.9 Various joint Licensing officer, Police officer and Environmental 
Protection officer visits have been made to the premises.  These visits 
were made during May 2008, July 2012, July 2013, April 2014, May 
2015 and April 2016. 

3.10 A temporary event notice was requested at the premises for a birthday 
party on 15 September 2018 from 1600 hours until 0200 hours on the 
16th September 2018.

3.11 Representations

During the consultation period a representation was received from an 
interested party as below.  

‘I wish to object to the granting of the licence due to the noise and mess 
which the late-night revelry produces every weekend. I know that Cellar Vie 
staff clean up in the morning, but it is only directly outside their premises. 
Around the corner I often have to endure puddles of vomit and smashed glass. 
Many of these are bottles, which I know Cellar Vie sells at a discounted rate 
as well as shot deals. I would request that if a licence is granted then staff 
each night fully clean up the mess their clientele produce when they leave 
their premises and encourage their patrons to leave quietly (like the very well 
run King's Head does opposite). I have also had to endure men urinating up 
the side of my house, couples arguing loudly and cursing outside of our home 
in the early hours of the morning’. 

The representation is shown in full in Appendix D.   

3.12 A comment has also been received from Alton Town Council:

‘The Town Council fully supports the decision that a full review of licencing 
conditions for this establishment be undertaken given the number of concerns 
raised by local residents and the evidence submitted by EHDC Environment 
Protection and the blatant disregard of the Noise Abatement Notice previously 



served and trusts that the appropriate action is taken to prevent the public 
nuisance continuing at this establishment’.

3.13 Responsible Authorities

All responsible authorities have been consulted on this application. 
Trading Standards and EHDC Planning Services have responded with 
no comments, the remaining responsible authorities have not 
responded.

3.14 Deregulation - Live and recorded music

Live and recorded music is no longer licensable at a premises licensed 
for sale of alcohol on sales between 0800 and 2300 provided the 
audience does not exceed 500. In addition, any conditions imposed on 
the premises licence relating to the provisions of live or recorded music 
are suspended during these hours.

However, on review of a premises licence, section 177A (3) of the 
Licensing Act 2003 permits a licensing authority to lift the suspension 
of conditions on a premises licence which relate to music and give 
renewed effect to an existing condition relating to music. Similarly, 
under section 177A (4), a licensing authority may add a condition 
relating to music as if music were regulated entertainment, and as if 
that premises licence licensed the music. In both instances the 
condition should include a statement that Section 177A does not apply 
to the condition.

4.0 Additional Budgetary Implications 

N/A

5.0 Background and relationship to the Corporate Strategy and 
Directorate Business Plan/s

N/A

6.0 Options considered and reasons for the recommendation

6.1 The Committee is obliged to determine this application with a view to 
promoting the licensing objectives, which are:

 The prevention of crime and disorder;
 Public safety;
 The prevention of public nuisance;
 The protection of children from harm.

In making its deliberations, the Committee is obliged to have regard to 
the Councils own Licensing Policy and National Guidance. The 



Committee must also have regard to the representations that have 
been made balanced against the evidence that it hears.

The Committee must take one of the following steps, as it considers 
necessary for the promotion of the licensing objectives:

a) Modify the conditions of the licence;
b) Exclude a licensable activity from the scope of the licence;
c) Remove the designated premises supervisor;
d) Suspend the licence for a period not exceeding three months;
e) Revoke the licence

7.0 Resource Implications

7.1 Financial Implications - None

7.2 Human Resources Implications - None

7.3 Other Resource Implication (if appropriate) N/A

8.0 Legal Implications 

8.1 There are no legal implications

9.0 Risks

N/A

10.0 Consultation

10.1 The premises licence review application has been consulted on with all 
responsible authorities and the public under the requirements of the 
Licensing Act 2003.

11.0 Communication

11.1 The Licensing Sub-Committee are delegated to make the decision on 
this application. All interested parties will be sent a notice of decision 
following the hearing.

Appendices: 

This report consists of:

 Review Application (Appendix A)
 Current premises licence (Appendix B)
 Plan of the premises (Appendix C)
 Copy of representation from an interested party (Appendix D)
 Location plan (Appendix E)



Agreed and signed off by:

Legal: Nick Leach, 17/1/19

Interim Director of Neighbourhoods and Operations: 
Natalie Meagher, 18/1/19

Contact Officer: Gill Stevens
Job Title: Licensing Officer  
Telephone: 01730 234095
E-Mail: gill.stevens@easthants.gov.uk


